
 

SUSTAINABILITY COMMITTEE 
CITY OF TARPON SPRINGS, FLORIDA 

324 EAST PINE STREET 
2ND FLOOR MEDIA ROOM 

 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2025 

AT 6:00 PM 

 
CALL TO ORDER   
ROLL CALL   
MINUTES   
 1. Sustainability Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes - October 16, 2025 

PUBLIC COMMENTS   
DISCUSSION   
 1. West Klosterman Preserve Group - Marie Eide 

 2. Living with Coyotes debrief 

 3. Sustainable Development Guidelines 

ITEMS FOR THE NEXT MEETING AGENDA   
STAFF COMMENTS   
 1. Storm Drain Mural Program Call to Artists  

 2. Solar Feasibility Study - consultant to present at BOC on January 27 

COMMITTEE COMMENTS   
ADJOURNMENT   
  

This meeting is open to the public. Any person who decides to appeal any decision of the Board with respect to 
any matter considered at this meeting will need a record of the proceedings, and for such purpose may need to 
ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence 
upon which the appeal is to be based. The City of Tarpon Springs is committed to providing reasonable 
accommodation for access for the disabled. Anyone needing assistance regarding this meeting should contact the 
City Clerk's Office at (727) 938-3711, fax a written request to (727) 942-5619, or email a written request to 
cityclerk@ctsfl.us  at least two days prior to the meeting. For further information regarding this meeting, please 
contact the Code Enforcement Division at (727) 937-0017 or TarponCode@tspd.us 
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  Sustainability Advisory Committee 
 

MINUTES 
SUSTAINABILITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

CITY OF TARPON SPRINGS 
OCTOBER 16, 2025 

 

THE SUSTAINABILITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE MET IN THE CITY HALL MEDIA ROOM, 324 E. PINE STREET, 
TARPON SPRINGS, FLORIDA, ON THURSDAY, OCTOBER 16, 2025, AT 6:00 P.M., WITH THE FOLLOWING 
PRESENT:  

    DR. CAROL MICKETT CHAIRPERSON     
    SIOBHAN NEHIN  MEMBER 
    LORETTA RIQUETTI  MEMBER  
    MELINA SCALLY  MEMBER 
     
STAFF PRESENT:   HOLLY LANGSTON SUSTAINABILITY PROGRAM MANAGER 
     
 
CALL TO ORDER 

Chairperson Mickett called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

 

ROLL CALL 

Ms. Langston called roll.  

 
APPROVAL OF SEPTEMBER 2025 MINUTES: 
 
   MOTION:             DR. MELINA SCALLY 
   SECOND: SIOBHAN NEHIN    
 

To approve the minutes of September 2025 Sustainability Advisory Committee Meeting.  

 
Vote on motion: Upon viva voce vote, the motion carried unanimously.   

 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 
 
Denise Mannino was present and spoke during the public comment period regarding current topics in Sustainability.  
 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
1. Living with Coyotes Presentation Request Update -  

Ms. Langston updated the Committee on their request to pursue a public presentation on Living with Coyotes. 
Ms. Langston contacted the IFAS Extension Agent at Brooker Creek, who recommended contacting a biologist 
with the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, Rhonda Latour. Ms. Latour is willing to do a 
presentation in the northern half of the County even though most of the coyote calls in Pinellas County come 
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  Sustainability Advisory Committee 
 

from the southern half. Action will be for Dr. Mickett to contact the Leepa-Rattner museum and for Ms. Langston 
to confirm dates for Ms. Latour.  
 

2. Solar Feasibility Study Prioritization List  
Ms. Langston presented the projects prioritized in the Solar Feasibility Study performed by consultant/Engineer 
of Record DRMP. Fiscal Year 26 allots some funding to pursue the top project, which is the Community Center. 
The consultant will be presenting the results of the study to the BOC. A timing goal is to begin the project by July 
4, 2026 to expand the project completion timeline for any eligible tax credits.  
 

3. Creation of Sustainability Guidelines for Development Review Process (TRC) 
Ms. Langston suggested that the Committee may want to work with staff to create a set of Sustainable 
Development Guidelines for the TRC process. Dr. Scally suggested using LEED or similar standards as a 
framework. All committee members are interested in pursuing this and we will discuss it again at the next 
meeting. It will likely take several months of work.   
 
 

ITEMS SUGGESTED FOR THE NEXT MEETING AGENDA 
• West Klosterman Preserve  
• Presentation Review- Living with Coyotes 
• Development Guidelines  
• Solar Project implementation  
• Future meeting or presentation topic: public education on the environmental impact of AI servers and data 

centers 
 
STAFF COMMENTS:  

• Fall newsletter is published  
• Storm Drain Mural Program is progressing and will be discussed again at December Public Art Committee 

Meeting with the Committee determining how many drain locations they will be able to fund.  
• Budget snapshot- FY 2026 Sustainability Budget provided  

 
COMMITTEE COMMENTS:  
Dr. Mickett shared about the number of hybrid and electric vehicles in Montreal- all taxis are required to be either 
hybrid or electric and newer than 2021. Ms. Nehin shared about the need for more public spaces to gather or 
public/private open spaces- and that we need themed/connected spaces perhaps painting lemons on buildings like 
Dunedin has oranges. Ms. Riquetti shared that in Denmark there are wildflowers everywhere and it makes spaces 
inviting. Dr. Scally shared the importance of making spaces that are health supporting.  
 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  
 
    MOTION:  DR. MELINA SCALLY  
    SECOND: SIOBHAN NEHIN    
 
 

To adjourn the meeting at 7:26 PM. 
 

Vote on motion: Upon viva voce vote, the motion carried unanimously. 
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  Sustainability Advisory Committee 
 

        _______________________________ 
         DR. CAROL MICKETT 
         CHAIRPERSON 
________________________________ 
HOLLY LANGSTON  
SUSTAINABILITY PROGRAM MANAGER 
 
 
CITY CLERK’S NOTE: This meeting has been recorded in its entirety and the recordings are kept on file in the City  
            Clerk’s office for the required retention period. 
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Future Land Use Map (2023)

Data & Analysis - Figure 3
MAP SERIES - 4

Adopted by Ord. 2024-03     -     09/17/2024

FL
U
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SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT 

GUIDELINES 
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BASIS

Sustainability Plan Actions 

26: Encourage the use of green stormwater infrastructure in private 
development. 

28:Make green infrastructure a core goal of the City's Infrastructure 
Master Plan. Create green building standards and sustainability 
practices for City facilities that include considerations for improved 
energy efficiency, GHG emissions reduction, and which promote 
sustainable landscapes as well as public health and safety. Require 
new City facilities to meet elevated standards and encourage the use 
of green building certification programs such as LEED.

29: Adopt local design criteria and land development codes that 
require proactive green infrastructure practices for new developments 
to encourage sustainable development and the use of green building 
certification programs such as LEED.

21: Make retrofits and upgrades to local government buildings and/or 
infrastructure systems that will increase energy and water efficiency.

15: Improve facilities and infrastructure throughout the community to 
be better prepared for climate change threats. 

2
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BACKGROUND 
RESEARCH

SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT RATINGS 
SYSTEMS & RESOURCES

• Florida Green Building Coalition (FGBC)
• Florida Green Development Standard is a designation for the horizontal development or redevelopment of 

land. The standard has categories of resource protection, circulation, utilities, amenities, covenant and 
deed restrictions and education.

• Florida Green Home Standard
• Florida Green Commercial Standard

• Green Building Initiative (GBI) 
• Green Globes Rating System is an environmental assessment and rating system for commercial and 

institutional buildings. 
• GBI Residential - worked with National Assoc. of Homebuilders to produce and promote the NAHB Green 

Home Building Guidelines, created for mainstream home builders.
• U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC) 

• Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) Green Building Rating SystemTM for the design, 
construction and operation of high-performance green buildings; includes sepaerate rating programs for 
New Construction, Commercial Interiors, Core & Shell, Existing Buildings, Homes, Neighborhood Design

3
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VISIONING

Is there a threshold that you envision would trigger a 
Sustainable Development Guidelines review? 

What are your primary concerns that you would like 
sustainable development guidelines to 
address/suggest:

- Re: New development & redevelopment? 

- City owned facilities 

 
4
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DESIGN STRATEGIES TO POTENTIALLY INCORPORATE INTO 
GUIDELINES

1. Integrated Design: Use an integrated planning and design process that establishes performance goals for 
siting, energy, water, materials, and indoor environmental quality along with other comprehensive design 
goals and ensures incorporation of these goals throughout the design and life-cycle of the building 

2. On-Site Renewable Energy: Integrate life-cycle cost effective on-site renewable energy systems

3. Indoor Water : Specify water conserving products

4. Outdoor Water: Use water efficient landscape and irrigation strategies, such as water reuse, recycling, and 
the use of harvested rainwater, to reduce outdoor potable water consumption; include Florida Friendly 
landscaping principles

5. Stormwater: Employ green infrastructure design and construction strategies that reduce storm water runoff 
and discharge of polluted water off-site. 

6. Building design: Consider Ventilation and Thermal Comfort, Indoor Air Quality, Moisture control, Daylighting, 
and the use of Low-Emitting Materials

7. Energy Systems: maximize efficiency

8. Coastal resilience: Living shoreline, flooding 
5
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Nearby Cities with sustainable development guidelines, criteria, 
incentives, etc.  

Dunedin 

• Sustainability Matrix that sets forth a range of site and 
building design options for sustainability to enhance the 
overall development and to align with Dunedin codes.

• Green Building Standards for city-constructed or sponsored 
buildings and developments

St. Petersburg

• Green Buildings: Residential & Commercial buildings have 
separate/unique requirements 

• St. Augustine turf reduction (Residential only)

Tampa

• Fast-Track Review for Green Construction

Orlando

• Green Infrastructure Strategies (rain gardens, swales , 
infiltration/detention systems, vegetated roofs, permeable 
paving, rainwater harvesting, tree canopy addition)
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SUSTAINABILITY MATRIX  Rev 2019 

1 
 

CITY OF DUNEDIN CODE OF ORDINANCES 

105-28.4 SUSTAINABILITY 

105-28.4.1 Purpose 

This section is intended to promote sustainable development within the City of Dunedin by creating 
incentives for compact, mixed-use development patterns; encouraging solar and other alternative 
energy sources; promoting alternative means of transportation like bicycling and walking that can 
improve community health while helping reduce air pollution; protecting trees that absorb greenhouse 
gases and reduce storm water runoff and pollutants; and, encouraging water-efficient landscaping and 
protecting water resources.  

105-28.4.2 Applicability 

This section sets forth a range of site and building design options for sustainability to enhance other 
mandatory sustainability-related requirements integrated throughout this Code. For each development 
subject to this section, applicants shall select a sufficient number of sustainable site and building design 
options from Table 105-28.4 to achieve the minimum number of points outlined for that type of 
development. Compliance with this section shall be determined as part of the entitlement review 
process.  

a. Nonresidential or Mixed-Use Development - consisting of new buildings or substantial renovations
 to existing buildings shall achieve a minimum score of 100 of 320 points available.  
b. Multifamily Residential Development - consisting of new buildings or substantial renovations to 
 existing buildings shall achieve a minimum score of 100 of 320 points available.  
c. All Other Residential Development - consisting of new buildings or substantial renovations to 
 existing buildings shall achieve a minimum score of 100 of 320 points available.  
d. Substantial Renovation for the purposes of this section shall include any renovation, rehabilitation, 
 restoration, or repair work that includes an addition of floor area equal to 50 percent or more of 
 the existing floor area; or the addition of new floors. The calculation shall include attached 
 garages, but not include detached garages. For the purpose of calculation, the increase in floor 
 area shall be aggregated over a three-year period.  

105-28.4.3 Exemption 

Any project not requiring design review.  

105-28.4.4 Administration  

a.  The Sustainability Worksheet shall be submitted with the application for Design Review. The 
 required minimum sustainability points will be certified by the City's Sustainability Coordinator.  

b.  100 points of 320 are required utilizing at least four different categories. 
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SUSTAINABILITY MATRIX 
 
 

TABLE 105-28.4 MENU OF SITE AND BUILDING DESIGN OPTIONS FOR SUSTAINABILITY  

TOPIC Points Submitted 
Points 

Graded 
Points 

ENERGY 
Intent: Encourage on-site renewable energy production; promote the design and construction of energy 
efficient buildings; reduce air, water, and land pollution from energy consumption; and reduce the heat 
island effect.  

1.1 Renewable Energy Sources 
Design and incorporate on-site renewable energy generation 
technologies such as solar, wind, geothermal, or biomass. Two points 
granted for each 1% of the project's annual electrical energy demand 
generated up to a maximum of 30 points.  

2 to 30   

1.2 District Heating and Cooling 
Design and incorporate into the project a district heating and/or 
cooling system for space conditioning and/or water heating of new 
buildings in the project (at least two buildings total must be 
connected).  

4   

1.3 Heat Island Reduction  
Use any combination of the following strategies for 50% of the non-roof 
impervious site landscape (including roads, sidewalks, courtyards, 
parking lots, and driveways). 
• Provide shade from open structures such as those supporting solar 
panels, canopies, walkways, pergolas, all with a Solar Reflectance 
Index (SRI) of at least 29. (SRI is a measure of the roof's ability to reject 
solar heat; a higher SRI yields a cooler roofing choice). (2 points) 
• Use paving material with Solar Reflectance Index (SRI) of at least 
29.(1 pt) 
• Use and open grid pavement system (at least 50% pervious). (2 
points)  

1-4   

1.4 Cool Roofs/Walls 
Use roofing materials that have an SRI equal to or greater than 78 for 
low- sloped roofs (<2:12) or 29 for steep-sloped roofs (>2:12) for a 
minimum of 75% of the roof surface of all new buildings within the 
project. (2 points) 

-OR- 
Install a vegetated roof on a minimum of 50% of the total project roof 
area, or at least one vegetative exterior wall of structure. (5 points) 

2—5   

1.5 Solar-Ready Design 
• For stand-alone buildings, design and build the project so that it will 
readily accommodate the installation of solar photovoltaic panels or 
solar thermal hot water heating devices, including roof load, roof pitch 
and orientation. (5 points) 
• For projects with multiple buildings, design and build at least 20% of 

2—10   
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the buildings to be solar-ready as described above. Two additional 
points granted for each additional 20% provided up to a total of 100% 
solar-ready buildings. (2—10 points)  

1.6 Solar Heated Pool  
In lieu of gas or electric conventional heating: 
• Private pool or hot tub (2 points) 
• Public pool (6 points each) 
* Maximum of 30 per development  

2—30   

RECYCLING AND WASTE REDUCTION  
Intent: Encourage recycling of household and commercial projects; reduce the amount of waste hauled 
to and disposed of in landfills, and promote the reuse of materials.  

2.1 Waste Reduction-Construction 
Make provisions to recycle/salvage at least 50% of non-hazardous 
construction and demolition debris.  

5   

2.2 Waste Reduction-Composting 
Provide on-site composting station or location for all occupants with 
scheduled on site distribution.  

2   

2.3 Recycling Stations/Dumpsters 
As part of the project, include at least one station per building 
dedicated to the collection, separation, and storage of materials for 
recycling including, at a minimum, paper, corrugated cardboard, 
glass, plastics, and metals. Establish a City-approved schedule and 
plan with the local trash hauler for retrieving the recyclable materials 
on a weekly basis.  

3   

2.4 Recycle Containers 
In mixed-use and non-residential developments, include recycle 
containers adjacent with other waste-collection receptacles in areas 
accessible to pedestrians including streets, walkways, and common 
areas.  

2   

2.5 Pet Waste Station 
One point per approved pet waste station, a maximum of 2 points.  1—2   

2.6 Cigarette Butt Station 
One point per approved cigarette butt station, a maximum of 2 points.  1—2   

2.7 Recycled Content in Infrastructure 
For new roadways, parking lots, sidewalks, and curbs (above-ground 
structured parking and underground parking are exempt from this 
option), any aggregate base and aggregate sub-base shall be at 
least 50% by volume recycled aggregate materials such as crushed 
cement concrete and asphalt concrete.  

5   

2.8 Salvage Building Materials 
• Use green building materials (recycled materials, locally-produced 
materials, sustainably-harvested wood, etc.) in the construction of the 
project. (5 points) 
• Use furniture made from recycled materials, locally-produced 
materials, sustainably-harvested wood, etc. in the project. (5 points) 
• Use flooring made from recycled or rapidly renewable materials 
such as PET carpeting, bamboo, cork flooring, etc. in the project. (5 
points)  
 

5-15   
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URBAN NATURE 
Intent: Provide a variety of appealing and comfortable open spaces close to work and home; encourage 
physical activity and time spent outdoors, support natural resources and habitat conservation, and 
promote social networking, civic engagement, personal recreation and other activities.  

3.1 Minimum Open Space 
Provide common open space that exceeds the base requirements of 
Section 105-22 by 10%. Five additional points granted for each additional 
10% up to a total of 40% above code.  

5-20   

3.2 Habitat Conservation Higher Standards  
For implementing higher standards on sites have significant habitat.  For the 
purposes of this and the following item, “significant habitat” includes, but is 
not limited to (5 points every category with a maximum of 20 points): 
• Habitat for species that are listed or are candidates for listing under state 
or federal endangered species acts; 
• Grand trees 
• Wetlands 
• Mangroves  

5-20   

3.3 Organic Farming 
Community sustainable food such as eggs, milk, honey, or chicken. Co-op 
featuring the same items count for points.  

1—5   

3.4 Community Gardens 
For residential or mixed-use projects dedicate permanent and viable 
growing space and related facilities (such as greenhouses) within the 
project at a minimum of 10 square feet per dwelling for 20% of the project.  
Provide fencing, watering systems, soil, and/or garden bed enhancements 
(such as raised beds), secure storage space for garden tools, solar access, 
and pedestrian access for these spaces.  

10   

3.5 Tree Canopy 
Provide trees in an amount that exceeds the base requirements of Section 
105-35 Trees, by 10%. Two additional points granted for each additional 10% 
up to 50% above Code.  

2-10   

TRANSPORTATION 
Intent: Promote public health by encouraging daily physical activity associated with alternative modes of 
transportation such as walking and bicycling; encourage the use of transportation and, design parking 
facilities to minimize adverse environmental impacts to pedestrians.  

4.1 Charging Stations 
For new residential, nonresidential and mixed-use buildings, provide 
charging stations in the parking area. Two points per station - max of ten.  

2-10   

4.2 Bike Sharing Program 
1 point for every 10 bikes; 2 points maximum.  2   

4.3 Facilities for Bicycle Commuters  
Provide the following: 
• Indoor or self-contained bicycle storage lockers equal to a minimum of 
5% of the vehicle parking spaces provided. (2 points) 
• Shower and dressing areas for employees (2 points) 

2—4   

4.4 Developer-Sponsored Transit 
For a minimum of three years, provide year-round, developer-sponsored 
transit service (vans, shuttles, or buses) from at least one central point in the 
project to major transit facilities and/or other major destinations such as a 

5   
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retail area, tourist destination or employment center.  

4.5 Parking 
On SR 580, locate all new off-street surface parking lots at the side or rear of 
buildings, leaving building frontages and streetscapes free of surface 
parking lots. Building entrances must be easily accessible from the public 
way. (2 points) – (OR) – 
 
Provide structured parking to meet 20% of the total parking requirement for 
nonresidential and multifamily residential projects. Note: Two additional 
points will be granted for each additional 20% up to a total of 100%. In 
addition, as applicable on SR 580, locate all new off-street surface parking 
lots at the side or rear of buildings, leaving building frontages and 
streetscapes free of surface parking lots. (2—10 points)  

2—10   

WATER  
Intent: Minimize water use in buildings to reduce impacts to natural water resources, and minimize 
outdoor water use for landscape irrigation.  

5.1 Water-Efficient Landscape 
Limit turf grass beyond base code requirements. 
• Single-family residential: Turf limited to 25% of landscaped area.  

2   

5.2 Water-Efficient Plants 
To the extent possible, all landscaping plants, including those on green 
roofs, shall be selected from a list of water-efficient vegetation maintained 
by the Florida Yards and Neighborhoods Handbook from the University of 
Florida, and utilize the principles of Florida Friendly Landscaping.  

2   

5.3 Landscape Irrigation System 
Drip or subsurface irrigation systems shall be utilized for all landscape 
irrigation systems when irrigation is necessary. Drip irrigation systems must be 
equipped with pressure regulators, filters, and emitters. Each drip emitter 
must be rated at less than 20 gallons per hour (gph). (1 pt for drip, 2 pts for 
subsurface)  

1—2   

5.4 Surface Treatments 
Non-turf landscaped areas must be completely covered by a 2” minimum 
layer of air- and water-permeable mulch to reduce evaporation. Living 
groundcovers qualify as mulch provided the individual plants are installed 
at sufficient density to assure 100 percent ground coverage at maturity. If a 
weed barrier is used beneath the mulch, it must be manufactured to be 
air- and water-permeable to reduce evaporation and run-off.  

1   

5.5 Vault System or Treatment Wetland  
Stormwater Treatment 
• Utilization of a vault system for stormwater management to aid in the 
increased flow rate due to development. - or - 
• Installation of a treatment wetland that creates a natural environment 
for flora and fauna and aids in the removal of nutrients from stormwater.  

8   

5.6 Rain Barrels  
Reduce water use, stormwater runoff, and erosion by the utilization of rain 
barrels or cisterns to collect rain water. The installed rain barrel or cistern 
shall be directly connected to the on-site irrigation system (1 point per 
barrel, up to 4 points). 
 
 

1—4   
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ADDITIONAL STRATEGIES FOR SUSTAINABILITY 
Intent: Implement strategies of existing above-code programs or explore and implement new, unique or 
innovative ways to increase the sustainability of the project and community.  

6.1 Above-Code Programs 
Design and build the project to meet the standards of an above-code 
program such as LEED, Green Globes, Energy Star, FGBC, etc. As a good 
faith demonstration of the developer’s intent, the applicant will utilize solar 
energy to power the project or achieve green building certification 
demonstrating the method that will be used to achieve said certification.  
The most recent LEED scorecard, most recent version of the FGBC checklist, 
or equivalent green building certificate checklist shall be submitted 
depending on the certification the developer is seeking. 

20   

6.2 Innovative Products or Strategies 
Provide documentation of an innovative product or strategy that increases 
the sustainability of the project or community but is not provided in this 
Section (i.e. Stormwater Placard). Up to five Innovative Products or 
Strategies may be submitted for review. Points awarded at the discretion of 
the Development Review Committee based on the capacity of the 
proposed product or strategy to increase the sustainability of the project in 
any of the above categories. (1—5 points for each Innovative Strategy)  

1—15   

6.3 Higher Flood Plain Management Standards  
Three points for each 1 foot of freeboard above the required minimum, for 
a maximum of 15 points.  

3-15   

6.4 Phased Development 
For projects consisting of 5 acres or greater, and capable of constructing in 
phases (i.e. a combination project of retail and multi-family housing, a 
housing development with multiple housing types), the utilization of phased 
construction in which a section is completed to final stabilization prior to 
commencement of construction on a subsequent phase of the project.  
Points based on size and number of phased to be completed.  3 points for 
5-10 acre project with two phases.  4 points for 10-15 acre project with 
three phases.  5 points for projects over 15 acres with at least three phases 
of development. 

3-5   

6.5  Sustainable Art Installation 
Points awarded by the City’s Arts & Culture Committee 1-5   

6.6  Hurricane Hardening 
Designed and constructed to meet a recognized hurricane hardening 
certification standard. 

20   

TOTALS    
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Call to Artists 
 

Tarpon Springs Storm Drain Mural Project  
 

Deadline for Submissions: Wednesday, February 4th, 2026 
 

The City of Tarpon Springs Public Art Committee (PAC) is seeking artists to design and paint 

storm drain murals at several locations in the city.  The locations are: 

 

1.  167 Tarpon Avenue  

2.   Dodecanese & Athens Intersection, North Side 

3.   Safford Ave. & E. Spruce, west of the Stormwater baffle box on East side of Safford  

4.   401 E. Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive - in Front of Union Academy Family Center  

5.   Pine St & N. Grosse, SW corner on City Hall side (we have an idea to use this location for a 

City Staff design competition to build interest and engagement)  

 

 

BACKGROUND: 

This project’s purpose is to raise awareness about stormwater pollution; when it rains 

stormwater runs over sidewalks, paved streets, yards and picks up oil, litter, chemicals, yard 

waste and various other pollutants that then flow into stormwater pipes.  Those pipes then drain 

into our waterways without treatment.   That water can also have products of illicit dumping such 

as trash, paint, cigarettes, plastic wrap, and many other disposed of items which make their way 

into those waterways, thereby damaging the flora and fauna. 

 

DESIGN THEME: 

The Storm Drain Murals must be geared toward environmental awareness and incorporate the 

slogan “ONLY RAIN DOWN THE DRAIN”.   This project is not to be used for promoting 

businesses of any kind; animals and plants depicted in the murals must be indicative of native 

species found in Tampa Bay or the Anclote River/Gulf watersheds. 
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COMPENSATION: 

An honorarium of $200 will be given as compensation for the selected artwork at each location.  

Painting kits will be provided for each location, consisting of paints in primary colors, 

brushes/rollers and protective gear. 

 

SUBMISSIONS: 

The Storm Drain Mural project is open to artists of all skill levels and all ages, including clubs, 

groups and students (middle school and High school).  There is no fee to enter; you do not have 

to be a resident of Tarpon Springs to enter.  Design samples should be bold, original, strong 

artistic designs that address the theme of “Only Rain Down the Drain”, stormwater pollution, 

environmental and local ecosystem protection.  Artists are welcome to submit more than one 

design.  Submissions must be received by Wednesday, February 4th and selected artists will be 

notified by email by Thursday, February 12th. Storm drains must be painted by June 1, 2026. 

 

Each design must be submitted as an individual image and emailed to PAC Vice Chair Martha 

Hickey at MarthaDHickey@gmail.com.  In the title of your email, please put the address of the 

storm drain to be painted.  In the body of the email, please put your name, group/school/club 

name if applicable, email address, mailing address, phone number and art affiliation if 

applicable. 

 

By making a submission to this project, you are assigning Tarpon Arts and the Public Art 

Committee of Tarpon Springs the permission to display the artwork in city publications and any 

other related materials.   
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